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AN ACT to anend the Illinois Vehicle Code by changing
Section 4-203.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Vehicle Code is anended by

changi ng Section 4-203 as foll ows:

(625 ILCS 5/4-203) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 4-203)

Sec. 4-203. Renoval of notor vehicles or other vehicles;
Tow ng or haul i ng away.

(a) When a vehicle is abandoned, or left unattended, on a
toll highway, interstate highway, or expressway for 2 hours
or nore, its renoval by a towi ng service may be authorized by
a | aw enforcenent agency having jurisdiction.

(b) When a vehicle is abandoned on a highway in an urban
district 10 hours or nore, its renoval by a towng service
may be authorized by a law enforcenment agency having
jurisdiction.

(c) When a vehicle is abandoned or left unattended on a
hi ghway other than a toll highway, interstate highway, or
expressway, outside of an urban district for 24 hours or
nmore, its renoval by a towi ng service nmay be authorized by a
| aw enf orcenent agency having jurisdiction.

(d) When an abandoned, unattended, wecked, burned or
partially dismantled vehicle is creating a traffic hazard
because of its position in relation to the highway or its
physi cal appearance is causing the inpeding of traffic, its
imrediate renmoval from the highway or private property
adj acent to the highway by a tow ng service may be authorized
by a | aw enforcenent agency having jurisdiction.

(e) \Whenever a peace officer reasonably believes that a

person under arrest for a violation of Section 11-501 of this
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Code or a simlar provision of a local ordinance is likely,
upon rel ease, to conmt a subsequent violation of Section
11-501, or a simlar provision of a |local ordinance, the
arresting officer shall have the vehicle which the person was
operating at the tinme of the arrest inpounded for a period of
not nore than 12 hours after the time of arrest. However,
such vehicle nmay be rel eased by the arresting | aw enf or cenent
agency prior to the end of the inpoundnent period if:

(1) the vehicle was not owned by the person under
arrest, and the |awful owner requesting such release
possesses a valid operator's |icense, proof of ownership,
and would not, as determned by the arresting |aw
enf orcement agency, indicate a lack of ability to operate
a notor vehicle in a safe manner, or who woul d ot herw se,
by operating such notor vehicle, be in violation of this
Code; or

(2) the vehicle is owned by the person under
arrest, and the person under arrest gives permssion to
anot her person to operate such vehicle, provided however,
that the other person possesses a valid operator's
license and woul d not, as determ ned by the arresting | aw
enf orcenment agency, indicate a lack of ability to operate
a notor vehicle in a safe manner or who woul d ot herw se,
by operating such notor vehicle, be in violation of this
Code.

(e-1) Wienever a peace officer reasonably believes that

a person who is less than 21 vears of age and who drives or

is in actual physi cal control of a motor vehicle upon the

public highways of this State, as evidenced by the issuance

of a UniformTraffic Ticket for any violation of the Illinois

Vehicle Code or a sinmlar provision of a |local ordi nance, has

consuned any amount of an alcoholic beverage based upon

evidence of the driver's physical condition or other first

hand know edge, the police officer shall inpound the vehicle
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whi ch the person was operating for a period of not nbre than

12 hours after the tine of the stop. However, such vehicle

may be rel eased by the officer's | aw enforcenent agency prior

to the end of the i npoundnent period if:

(1) the vehicle was not owned by the underage

driver, and the lawful owner requesting such release

possesses a valid operator's |license, proof of ownership,

and would not, as deternmned by the arresting |aw

enforcenent agency, indicate a lack of ability to operate

a notor vehicle in a safe manner, or who woul d ot herw se,

by operating such notor vehicle, be in violation of this

Code; or

(2) the vehicle is owned by the underage driver

and the driver gives pernission to another person to

operate such vehicle, provided however, that the other

person possesses a valid operator's license and would

not, as determned by the arresting | aw enforcement

agency, indicate a lack of ability to operate a notor

vehicle in a safe manner or who would otherw se, by

operating such nmotor vehicle, be in violation of this

(e-5) \Wienever a registered owner of a vehicle is taken
into custody for operating the vehicle in violation of
Section 11-501 of this Code or a simlar provision of a |ocal
ordinance or Section 6-303 of this Code, a | aw enforcenent
officer may have the vehicle imediately inpounded for a
period not |ess than:

(1) 24 hours for a second violation of Section

11-501 of this Code or a simlar provision of a |ocal

ordi nance or Section 6-303 of this Code or a conbination

of these offenses; or
(2) 48 hours for a third violation of Section
11-501 of this Code or a simlar provision of a |ocal

ordi nance or Section 6-303 of this Code or a conbination
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of these offenses.

The vehicle may be released sooner if the vehicle is
owned by the person under arrest and the person under arrest
gi ves perm ssion to another person to operate the vehicle and
that other person possesses a valid operator's |icense and
woul d not, as determned by the arresting |aw enforcenent
agency, indicate a |lack of ability to operate a notor vehicle
in a safe manner or woul d otherw se, by operating the notor
vehicle, be in violation of this Code.

(f) Except as provided in Chapter 18a of this Code, the
owner or |essor of privately owned real property within this
State, or any person authorized by such owner or |essor, or
any | aw enforcenent agency in the case of publicly owned real
property may cause any notor vehicle abandoned or |eft
unattended wupon such property wthout permssion to be
removed by a tow ng service without liability for the costs
of renoval, transportation or storage or danmage caused by
such renoval, transportation or storage. The towng or
removal of any vehicle from private property w thout the
consent of the registered owner or other Ilegally authorized
person in control of the vehicle is subject to conpliance
with the follow ng conditions and restrictions:

1. Any towed or renoved vehicle nust be stored at
the site of the towing service's place of business. The
site nust be open during business hours, and for the
purpose of redenption of vehicles, during the tinme that
the person or firmtow ng such vehicle is open for tow ng
pur poses.

2. The towi ng service shall within 30 mnutes of
conpletion of such towng or renoval, notify the | aw
enforcenent agency having jurisdiction of such towing or
renmoval, and the make, nodel, color and license plate
nunber of the vehicle, and shall obtain and record the

name of the person at the | aw enforcenent agency to whom
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such information was report ed.

3. If the registered owner or legally authorized
person entitled to possession of the vehicle shall arrive
at the scene prior to actual renoval or tow ng of the
vehicle, the vehicle shall be disconnected from the tow
truck and that person shall be allowed to renove the
vehicle without interference, wupon the paynent of a
reasonable service fee of not nore than one half the
posted rate of the towing service as provided in
paragraph 6 of this subsection, for which a recei pt shal
be gi ven.

4. The rebate or paynent of noney or any other
val uabl e consideration fromthe towng service or its
owners, nanagers or enployees to the owners or operators
of the premses fromwhich the vehicles are towed or
removed, for the privilege of renmoving or tow ng those
vehi cles, is prohibited. Any individual who violates
this paragraph shall be guilty of a Cass A m sdeneanor.

5. Except for property appurtenant to and obviously
a part of a single famly residence, and except for
i nstances where notice is personally given to the owner
or other legally authorized person in control of the
vehicle that the area in which that vehicle is parked is
reserved or ot herw se unavail able to wunauthorized
vehicles and they are subject to being renoved at the
owner or operator's expense, any property owner or
| essor, prior to towng or renoving any vehicle from
private property without the consent of the owner or
other legally authorized person in control of that
vehi cl e, must post a notice neeting the follow ng
requi renents:

a. The notice nust be promnently placed at
each driveway access or curb cut allow ng vehicul ar

access to the property within 5 feet fromthe public
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right-of-way line. |If there are no curbs or access

barriers, the sign nust be posted not |ess than one

sign each 100 feet of |ot frontage.

b. The notice nust indicate clearly, 1in not
less than 2 inch high light-reflective letters on a
contrasting background, that unauthorized vehicles
wll be towed away at the owner's expense.

c. The notice nust also provide the nane and
current telephone nunber of the towng service
tow ng or renoving the vehicle.

d. The sign structure containing the required
notices nust be permanently installed with the
bottom of the sign not |less than 4 feet above ground
level, and nust be continuously maintained on the
property for not less than 24 hours prior to the
towi ng or renoving of any vehicle.

6. Any towi ng service that tows or renoves vehicles
and proposes to require the owner, operator, or person in
control of the vehicle to pay the costs of tow ng and
storage prior to redenption of the vehicle nmust file and
keep on record wth the |ocal |aw enforcenent agency a
conpl ete copy of the current rates to be charged for such
services, and post at the storage site an identical rate
schedule and any witten contracts with property owners,
| essors, or persons in control of property whi ch
authorize them to renove vehicles as provided in this
Secti on.

7. No person shall engage in the renoval of
vehicles from private property as described in this
Section wthout filing a notice of intent in each
community where he intends to do such renoval, and such
notice shall be filed at |east 7 days before conmmenci ng
such tow ng.

8. No renmoval of a vehicle from private property
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shal | be done except upon express witten instructions of

the owners or persons in charge of the private property

upon which the vehicle is said to be trespassing.

9. Vehicle entry for the purpose of renoval shal
be allowed with reasonable care on the part of the person
or firmtow ng the vehicle. Such person or firmshall be
liable for any damages occasioned to the vehicle if such
entry is not in accordance wth the standards of
reasonabl e care.

10. When a vehicle has been towed or renoved
pursuant to this Section, it nust be released to its
owner or custodian within one half hour after requested,
if such request is made during business hours. Any
vehi cl e owner or custodi an or agent shall have the right
to inspect the vehicle before accepting its return, and
no rel ease or wai ver of any kind which would release the
tow ng service fromliability for damages incurred during
the towng and storage may be required from any vehicle
owner or other legally authorized person as a condition
of release of the vehicle. A detailed, signed receipt
showi ng the |l egal name of the towing service nmnust be
given to the person paying tow ng or storage charges at
the tinme of paynent, whether requested or not.

This Section shall not apply to law enforcenent,
firefighting, rescue, anbul ance, or other energency vehicles
which are marked as such or to property owned by any
governmental entity.

When an authorized person inproperly causes a notor
vehicle to be renoved, such person shall be liable to the
owner or lessee of the vehicle for the cost or renoval,
transportation and storage, any damages resulting from the
renmoval , transportation and storage, attorney's fee and court
costs.

Any towi ng or storage charges accrued shall be payabl e by
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the wuse of any mmjor credit card, in addition to being
payabl e in cash
11. Towi ng conpani es shall also provide insurance
cover age for areas where vehicles towed under the
provisions of this Chapter will be inpounded or otherw se
stored, and shall adequately cover loss by fire, theft or
ot her ri sks.

Any person who fails to conply with the conditions and
restrictions of this subsection shall be guilty of a Class C
m sdenmeanor and shall be fined not |ess than $100 nor nore
t han $500.

(g0 Wen a vehicle is determned to be a hazardous
di | api dated notor vehicle pursuant to Section 11-40-3.1 of
the Illinois Minicipal Code, its renoval and inpoundnent by a
tow ng service may be authorized by a | aw enforcenent agency
Wi th appropriate jurisdiction.

Wen a vehicle renoval from either public or private
property is authorized by a | aw enforcenent agency, the owner
of the vehicle shall be responsible for all towng and
storage char ges.

Vehi cl es renoved from public or private property and
stored by a commercial vehicle relocator or any other tow ng
service in conpliance with this Section and Sections 4-201
and 4-202 of this Code, shall be subject to a possessor lien
for services pursuant to "An Act concerning liens for |abor,
services, skill or materials furnished upon or storage
furnished for chattels"”, filed July 24, 1941, as anended, and
the provisions of Section 1 of that Act relating to notice
and inplied consent shall be deened satisfied by conpliance
with Section 18a-302 and subsection (6) of Section 18a-300.
In no event shall such Iien be greater than the rate or rates
established in accordance wth subsection (6) of Section
18a-200 of this Code. In no event shall such lien be

increased or altered to reflect any charge for services or
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materials rendered in addition to those authorized by this
Act. Every such lien shall be payable by use of any nmgjor
credit card, in addition to being payable in cash.

(Source: P.A 90-738, eff. 1-1-99.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

January 1, 2002.
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